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Green Indorses Merriam 
And Creates Sensation 
In Union Labor Circles 


Governor Frank F. Merriam as the labor candi- 
date for governor of California! 

Such was the startling proposal of William 
Green, president of the American Federation of 
Labor, in a letter to Joseph M. Casey, interna- 
tional organizer of the Teamsters’ Union, received 
here and made public this week. 

To say that it was received with astonishment 
and even dismay is to put it mildly. Wherever 
union men and women meet it was the one topic 
of conversation. And it is safe to say that 75 per 
cent of the union membership received the an- 
nouncement with pronounced disapproval. 

A statement given to the press by Casey on 
Tuesday last said: 

“The enemies of the American Federation of 
Labor are behind the candidacy of Culbert L. 
Olson for governor of California. Olson has been 
given the indorsement and support of John L. 
Lewis, dictator of the Committee for Industrial 
Organization. 

“We in California accept that challenge. 

“Every man and woman in this state having at 
heart the real interest of the workers should vote 
against and work against the election of Olson. 

“From the present governor, Frank F. Merriam, 
organized labor has not received all that it has 
asked, but labor has received from Merriam a 
square deal, and it has always been able to sit 
down with him and discuss its problems. 


Merriam as A. F. of L. Partisan 


“Governor Merriam has repeatedly stated his 
indorsement of the principles and ideals of the 
American Federation of Labor as opposed to the 
intentions of the C, I, O. 

“Under such circumstances organized labor can 
have but one choice for governor of California. 
That choice is Merriam. 

“If there is any doubt of the course that organ- 
ized labor should follow, a letter just received 
from William Green, president of the American 
Federation of Labor, should settle it. 

“In his letter, referring to Olson, Green said: 

“Tt is my opinion that the workers of the State 
of California are not justified in supporting any 
candidate who is given the support of those who 
are so bitterly opposed to the policies of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor.’ ” 

Outlining his attitude on the California election, 
Green sent the following letter to Casey: 


Believes in A. F. of L. Policies 


“Washington, D. C., October 12, 1938. 
“J. M. ‘Casey, International Organizer, Teamsters’ 
Union, San Francisco, Calif. 

“Dear Sir and Brother: The policy that I have 
Pursued for many years as president of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor is to refrain from enter- 
ing into the political election of state officials in 
many states. The only occasion on which I have 
deviated from this policy is where in my judgment 
it is necessary and when I am requested for an 
expression by outstandirig leaders in the labor 
movement affiliated with the American Federation 
of Labor in the particular state concerned. 

“Many officials of international unions of Cali- 
fornia have talked to me about the question of 
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their candidates for the office of governor in that 
state. My information from those men, whom I 
know and respect, is that the present governor of 
the State of California has made a statement that 
he believes in the policies, leadership and princi- 
ples of the American Federation of Labor. One of 
the main questions before the voters of California 
in the coming state election is whether or not a 
candidate shall be elected to the position of gov- 
ernor who has been espoused and backed by every 
enemy of the American Federation of Labor. 


“Under these conditions and circumstances it is 
my opinion that the workers of the State of Cali- 
fornia are not justified in supporting any candi- 
date who is given the support of those who are 
so bitterly opposed to the policies of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Labor. 

“Fraternally yours, 

“WILLIAM GREEN, 
“President American Federation of Labor.” 


Green’s Action Creates Sensation 


It is probable that never since the change of 
policy of the American Federation of Labor, und- 
the presidency of Samuel Gompers, when ti oo: 
ditional abstention from intermingling wit). 
litical questions was reversed and the slogai 9 
“reward our friends and defeat our enemies” y ~. 
adopted, has such a sensation been created as that 
stirred up by the letter of President William Green. 


Astonishment that he should have deviated from 
his own policy of refraining “from entering into 
the political election of state officials in the many 
states” was expressed by union men and women 
of all political beliefs, and it was universally re- 
gretted that he should have felt compelled to enter 
into the local political contest in behalf of a man 
who had never displayed an interest in the lot of 
the workingman except when votes were needed 
to place or perpetuate him in office. 


It is too early to state with accuracy the reac- 
tion of the labor movement in California to the 
move of President Green to aid the candidacy of 
Governor Merriam. It is not too early to state, 
however, that Merriam is not and cannot possibly 
be the candidate of the workers of this great state. 


Admitting that Culbert L. Olson is not the ideal 
candidate of the workers for chief executive of 
California, it must be said that he at least has the 
interests of the workers at heart, and is not dom- 
inated by the enemies of labor. 

“The action of President Green can have but 
one result, and that is to strengthen the candidacy 
of Olson and probably insure his election,” said a 
prominent union worker, who concluded: 

“President Green undoubtedly received unwise 
advice relative to the political situation in Cali- 
fornia.” 


Warehouses to Open 


After conferences lasting from early in the 
morning of Wednesday last until the following 
day, announcement was made by Paul C. Smith, 
mediator in the protracted warehouse strike, that 
agreement had been reached between the Associa- 
tion of Distributors and Warehousemen’s Union 
No. 1-6 under which it was expected that work 
would be resumed on Monday next: 

Details of the agreement were net immediately 
made public, but it is understood that a “master 
contract” was agreed upon. 


No. 38 


Critics of ‘New Deal? 
Find Little-Comfort 
In Convention Action 


The American Federation of Labor, in the clos- 
ing sessions of its fifty-eighth annual convention at 
Houston, referred to the executive council a state- 
ment of policy construed by many delegates as an 
attack on the Roosevelt administration. The state- 
ment, in the form of a report from the resolutions 
committee, decried further extension of state 
authority and described “the present trend” as a 
trend toward socialism. 

The convention also ordered continuation of the 
boycott of Japanese manufactured goods, declared 
for strict neutrality, repeated opposition to dicta- 
torships and revoked the charter of the Interna- 
tional Seamen’s Union for the purpose of charter- 
ing a new ’*s union. 


™ oS 2) 4 warm greeting to Elmer F. 
‘re “ye itor of the new wages-hours 
30 Yee a the law from certain criticisms 
Ore _ a plea for unity in the labor movement. 
5s? Beginning of Program Recalled 

The report of the resolutions committee, pre- 
sented by Matthew Woll, chairman, and John P. 
Frey, secretary, began by recalling that in the days 
which followed the closing of the banks in 1933, 
“when a people desperate for safety and recovery 
was willing to accept almost any proposal of gov- 
ernment, we were given the first stages of the 
ensuing program of extension of governmental 
power and authority.” 

“The tendency today is for the state to take 

over more and more functions which we believe 
belong to labor itself, in and through its organiza- 


tion,” said the report, which emphasized that it 
did not question the “sincerity of motive” 
involved. 


“Without any intention of using a label as a 
means of conveying disparagement we must say 
that it should be clear to every American that the 
philosophy which is being developed in action, by 
which ever-increasing domain is being given to the 
State, is expressive of the philosophy and practice 
of socialism,” the report stated. 

“Right Motives” Admitted 

“We give full credit for right motives,” the re- 
port further said, “but we have been too willing 
to accept gains at the price of lost liberty and lost 
capacity for self-determination and self-action.” 

Sharp debate followed reading of the report. 

George Lynch, head of the Pattern Makers, de- 
manded that the report be referred to the execu- 
tive council, He charged that it would be con- 
strued as a sweeping attack on the “new deal.” 

President Green expressed disapproval. He de- 
scribed the analysis as a “bit confusing.” 

Woll leaped to his feet and denied that the re- 
port was an attack on the “new deal.” “It is 
merely a warning of what may come,” he said. 

Edward J. Gainor, head of the Letter Carriers, 
made a speech in defense of “rugged individ- 
ualism.” 

William J. MéSorley of Cleveland, representa- 
tive of the Wood and Wire Lathers, offered an 
amendment to refer the report to the-council. 

(Continued om Page Twe) 
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Claims Issue Confused 
On |. T. U. Assessment 


By JOSEPH A. WISE (1 L. N.S.) 

Pro-communist and pro-C. I. O. adherents 
among Chicago union printers have got themselves 
all tangled up over the question of paying the 
assessment of 1 cent per member per month 
levied by the Denver convention of the American 
Federation of Labor a year ago. Their efforts seem 
to be directed toward confusing the balance of the 
membership as badly as they themselves are be- 
wildered and upset. 

When the proposition to submit the matter to a 
referendum vote came up for action at the Septem- 
ber meeting of Chicago Typographical Union No. 
16 the communists and their Committee for In- 
dustrial Organization allies were off guard, and 
the proposition was indorsed unanimously and 
without any opposition whatsoever. 


“Reds” Lie About Proposal 


Since that time the “red” brethren have been 
quietly active with arguments aimed at scuttling 
the whole business. Their most telling argument 
is the barefaced lie that the A. F. of L. aims at 
forcing the membership of the International 
Typographical Union to pay an assessment of 1 
per cent. To a union printer that means 1 per cent 
of his wages, according to the system in vogue 
throughout the jurisdiction of the International 
Typographical Union for many years. 

The proposal actually is to direct the I. T, U. 
officers to pay to the A. F. of L. an assessment 
equivalent to 1 cent per member per month, or a 
total of 12 cents per member per year. 

Refusal to pay this assessment means that the 
hand of the American Newspaper Guild, an affili- 
ate of the Committee for Industrial Organization, 
will be strengthened. 

N.L.R.B. Rulings Help Guild ; 

The Guild is making inroads on the jurisdictions 
of the printing trades unions in various parts of 
the country. These inroads are being made 
through rulings which the Guild is obtaining from 
the National Labor Relations Board. 

The I. T. U. surrendered jurisdiction over edi- 
torial room employees sixteen years ago. The 
American Newspaper Guild now not only claims 
jurisdiction over those employees, but has broad- 
ened its laws to take in all of the employees in a 
newspaper plant. The National Labor Relations 
Board, through its decisions, is lending a hand to 
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the American Newspaper Guild toward ultimately 
achieving its aim of becoming the “one big union” 
in the daily newspaper industry. 

There are those who believe, and with good 
reason, that the only logical solution is for the 
International Typographical Union to enter the 
field against the American Newspaper Guild and 
give it a finish fight. The hands of the I. T. U. 
are tied because it is in bad standing with the 
American Federation of Labor. That is a source 
of satisfaction to the Communist party and the 
Committee for Industrial Organization, but a mat- 
ter for strong disapproval of old-time loyal mem- 
bers of the I. T. U. 

_—— 


Critics of New Deal 


(Continued from Page One) 
Attack on “New Deal” Disclaimed 


Woll protested the report carried no criticism of 
what the “new deal” has done. 

“There is a new philosophy in government to- 
day,” he declared. “We are trying to show to the 
delegates what they face in the future. There is no 
intention to attack the administration.” 


The debate was ended by adoption of McSor- 
ley’s motion to refer the report to the executive 
council for further consideration. 


Administrator Andrews urged prompt settle- 
ment of the strife between the A. F. of L. and 
Committee for Industrial Organization. 


“Look at the gains organized labor has made in 
this country in the last few years and think what 
it could do for itself and the nation if it were again 
one great, united force,” Andrews declared. 


He touched upon a point troubling both him and 
the National Labor Relations Board—that the 
split in labor’s. ranks complicates their work and 
brings charges from both sides that they are par- 
tial to the other. 


United Action Opposed 


The Federation reaffirmed its boycott of nazi 
products, condemned the “brutality of dictators,” 
but opposed united action by the democracies to 
quarantine war makers as “not the way to peace.” 

The delegates branded as “unsound,” “unwork- 
able,” and in some cases “undesirable,” proposals 
made in two resolutions which would have placed 
the convention on record as favoring United States 
participation in any joint move by the democracies 
to quarantine aggressor nations. 


Pointing to the recent European crisis, the com- 
mittee on international labor relations, which rec- 
ommended non-concurrence in the resolutions, 
said: 

“Would the United States have joined other 
democracies in such a war? We cannot feel sure, 
and if we cannot feel sure about a past incident, 
how much more doubtful must we be about a 
future incident, the facts of which are as yet un- 
formed? We regard the resolutions as unsound, 
unworkable and there may be cases in which it 
would be likewise undesirable. These ways are not, 
we feel, the ways to peace.” 
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Low Wages Revealed by 
Federal Youth Survey 


One-half, of the working youths of San Fran- 
cisco receive less than $20 a week for their wor!-, 
preliminary tabulations of the Federal Youth Sur- 
vey showed. 

And one-quarter of those employed work long<:- 
than a forty-four-hour week, the survey found. 

This was indicated by preliminary returns of 3 
survey which, when completed, will include inte:- 
views with over seven thousand of the city’s “do- 
pression children,” the grammar school graduates 
of 1929, 1931 and 1933. The youths are now 18 to 
24 years old. : : 

A similar report, compiled by the Seattle branc} 
of the nation-wide youth study, showed that th- 
wages of Seattle youths are generally the same a 
those of San Francisco, Philip C. Davis, locai 
supervisor of the survey, announced. 

In the extremes at both ends of the wage scale 
the survey found that as many young men and 
women earn under $15 a week as earn $30 or 
more. However, over three-quarters of the city’s 
youth earn from $15 to $30 a week. 

Highest salary made by a San Francisco youth 
in the survey is $100 a week, made by a salesman 
in a wholesale fish firm. Numerous cases of young 
men and women working as apprentices without 
pay, or “just to get experience,” have been found. 

Tabulations on the unpaid workers are being 
completed and will be made public shortly, Davis 
announced. The complete report from the seven 
cities in which the survey is being made will be 
issued around the first of the year. 
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FEDERAL MUSIC PROJECT 

The Federal Music Project of the Works Prog- 
ress. Administration announces a new series of 
“Everybody’s Symphony Concerts” to be given 
in the Civic Auditorium, San Francisco under the 
personal sponsorship of the Hon. Angelo J. Rossi, 
mayor. There will be four concerts, Tuesday eve- 
ning, November 1 and 22, December 6 and 13. 
They will again commence at 8 o’clock. 

Se 
“HUMANE POUND ACT” 

An appeal to the voters of California to defeat 
the proposed “State Humane Pound Act,” which 
will appear as Proposition No. 2 on the Novem- 
ber 8 ballot, has been issued by Dr. Robert Gor- 
don Sproul, president of the University of Cali- 
fornia. Dr. Sproul labels this legislation as being, 
not a humane bill, but anti-vivisection. 


Using Farm Surplus 


Plans for “dumping” the agricultural surplus of 
this country at home, rather than abroad, are 
being carefully considered by the Department of 
Agriculture, according to a public statement by 
Secretary Wallace. 

Roughly, the idea is to sell the wheat crop at 
home. The mills will take by far the greater part 
of it for ultimate sale to the upper two-thirds of 
our population. The government will take the rest, 
to be turned over at a lower price for the one- 
third now ill-fed as well as ill-clad and ill-housed, 
Uncle Sam standing the loss. 

Every plan for stabilizing farm prices comes 
against this irregular but periodic surplus. The 
Supreme Court knocked out the A. A. A. plan, 
which included a certain control of production. 
The McNary-Haugen bills vetoed by President 
Coolidge provided for the sale of surpluses abroad, 
and for the American farmer, collectively speak- 
ing, carrying the cost himself through the equali- 
zation fee. It may come up again. The Wallace 
statement is frankly temporary. 

It is also true that a surplus of wheat is more 
likely to be used in the near future than a surplus 
of cotton, which is another snag. 
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Notes on Initiative No. 1 


SECTION 4 forbids any person to picket on 
any public place or on a private place in view of 
a public place, with intent to influence or induce 
any person to refrain from entering, occupying or 
leaving any place of business or to refrain from 
performing services or obtaining employment or 
to refrain from purchasing, selling, using, handling 
or receiving, etc., goods, wares, merchandise, 


This section is one of several which are not 
limited to a labor dispute or industrial controversy, 
and are not limited to coercion. 


It forbids any picketing on public or on private 
property which would influence or induce a per- 
son to refrain from doing the various things men- 
tioned in the section. 


“Picketing” is given the broadest possible mean- 
ing; it includes walking up and down, patrolling, 
either on foot or with a vehicle. 

Under this section it is illegal to station a 
“sandwich man” on a vacant lot or other private 
property if the text of his billboards tends to keep 
people from buying or selling goods, entering or 
leaving premises, for any reason whatsoever. The 
“sandwich man” himself would be guilty of a mis- 
demeanor and subject to fine and imprisonment. 
The section makes it illegal to drive an automo- 
bile bearing placards which influence people to 
refrain from buying, selling, etc. 


In this way an announcement that goods are 
of inferior quality would be criminal. 


Wide Scope of Inhibitions 

But the section may be said to go even further. 
It covers picketing “with intent or in a manner 
calculated” to make any person refrain from buy- 
ing, selling, using, etc., any goods, wares and mer- 
chandise; from entering or leaving any build- 
ing, etc. 

Now, an advertisement which induces people to 
buy one product induces them to refrain from buy- 
ing a competitor’s products. The same is true of 
advertisements asking people to trade at a certain 
place or to work at a certain place, etc. 


So, first, this action covers all forms of adver- 
tisements (on sandwich men or automobiles) 
which directly induce people to refrain from buy- 
ing, renting, etc. “Reach for a Lucky instead of 
a Sweet” would be criminal under this initiative. 


Second, there is also danger that the section 
covers ordinary advertising, since anything which 
induces people to buy one product will induce 
them to refrain from purchasing competitive prod- 
ucts. The law simply makes advertising criminal. 
Needless to say, such a law should be defeated at 
the polls. 

SECTION 8. A section which forbids ordinary 
conversation. It prohibits certain things which 
need no particular discussion—indecent, obscene, 
profane, libelous or slanderous epithets. It also 
prohibits coercion. Most of these things are ade- 
quately taken care of by existing laws. 

But the important thing about the section is 
that it also forbids one person to utter within the 
hearing of any other person (e. g., ordinary con- 
versation) any derogatory epithets, words or lan- 
guage calculated or intended to induce or influence 
anyone from (a) entering, occupying or leaving 
any place of business, (b) to refrain from per- 
forming any services or labor, (c) to refrain from 
seeking or obtaining any employment or (d) to 
refrain from purchasing, selling, transporting, etc., 
any goods, wares or merchandise, etc., (e) or to 
induce any person to become or refrain from be- 
coming a member of any labor organization, or 
(f) to induce anyone to employ or refrain from 
employing or to continue or terminate the em- 
ployment of any person or class of persons. 

Not Limited to Labor Disputes 

That is another section which is not limited to 

a labor dispute or industrial controversy. It cov- 


ers all “derogatory, epithets, words or language” 
having certain purposes or tendencies. 

“Derogatory” is defined by Webster’s 
International Dictionary as: 


New 


“Tending to derogate, or lessen in value, au- 
thority, rank, influence, or estimation; expressing 
derogation; detracting; injurious.” 

The verb “derogate” is defined: “To take away; 
to detract; to withdraw.” 


In short, “derogatory” comprises almost any- 
thing unfavorable. The law makes it a misde- 
meanor for one person to speak unfavorable words 
to another—(a) to induce or influence the other 
person from entering or occupying any place of 
business; 


So, if you tell your friend, “Don’t rent that 
place; the roof leaks,’ you are guilty of a mis- 
demeanor. If one person tells another, “Don’t 
leave the building now; you’d be running out on 
the job; you’d be a quitter,” he would be guilty 
of a misdemeanor. Likewise, if one person told 
another not to go to work at a certain establish- 
ment because the work is too dangerous, the pay 
too low, the hours too long or for any similar 
reason; or if one man said to another, “Don’t 
take those vegetables to the market; they’re 
spoiled,” he would be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and subject to a $500 fine and sixty days in jail. 

(b) To induce or influence anyone to become, 
refrain from becoming, remain, cease to remain a 
member or participant in any labor organization. 


If you ask somebody to join a union or not to 
join it; to stay in it or leave it—you are in each 
case guilty of the same misdemeanor and subject 
to $500 fine and sixty days’ imprisonment. 

(c) To induce or influence any person to em- 
ploy or refrain from employing—continue or ter- 
minate the employment of any person or group 
of persons. 

Criminal Conversations 

This means that if two partners are arguing be- 
tween themselves whether to hire a new man— 
one favoring it and the other opposing it—both 
are guilty of a misdemeanor. 

Or if they are arguing whether to lay off one 
or more employees—one partner favoring it and 
the other opposing it-—both are g iilty of a mis- 
demeanor. 


In other words, the section makes the 


ordinary topics of conversation criminal. 


most 


SECTION 9. Likewise first, touches conspiracy 
and coercion. But in addition it makes it unlaw- 
ful to combine or agree, for the purpose of influ- 
encing the members of the agreement or combina- 
tion by notice or request or otherwise, to refrain 
from buying, selling, etc., by reason of the fact 
that an industrial controversy exists. 


This may be said to allow a collective bargain- 
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ing unit, but to forbid the members from notifying 
one another not to deal in certain articles. 

The prohibition runs both against employers 
and employees. Instead of allowing efficient col- 
lective bargaining units on both sides, it ham- 
strings both sides. It should be noted that this 
section makes the parties guilty of a felony. 


SECTION 15 makes it unlawful for anyone to 
cause the driver of a vehicle to slow down or stop, 
with the intent to induce him to refrain from en- 
tering, occupying or leaving any place of busi- 
ness, or to refrain from performing services; or 
to refrain from seeking or obtaining employment, 
or to refrain from delivering, transporting, han- 
dling, etc., merchandise, crops, supplies, equip- 
ment, etc., or to attempt to refrain from attempt- 
ing any of the foregoing; or to become or refrain 
from becoming a member of any labor organi- 
zation, 


This is another section which forbids ordinary 
conversation and which is not limited to labor 
disputes and industrial controversies. It means: 


Ordinary Activities Prohibited 

If a man is leaving an establishment with his 
truck and another motions to him to come back, 
because there is another load, the second man is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. If a man is leaving in 
his auto, and another calls him back to tell him 
not to leave because there is some more work to 
do, the second man is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
If one man signals to a driver to stop, and tells 
him, “Don’t go into that plant; the place is on 
fire,’ the man who said so is guilty of a misde- 
meanor. If one man stops another’s car and tells 
the driver, “Don’t take those tools away in your 
car; they’re mine,’ the man who said that is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. If a restaurant keeper 
hails a patron who has started driving away, and 
tells him not to leave because he is carrying away 
someone else’s overcoat, the restaurant keeper is 
guilty of a misdemeanor. If someone stops his 
friend in an automobile, and tells him, “I wouldn’t 
go to work in that place; the work is too danger- 
ous,” he is guilty of a misdemeanor. 


The sections here reviewed make a person 
guilty of a misdemeanor for ordinary, everyday 
conversations or activities. This is bad enough in 
itself. But because it makes normal ways of life 
criminal, it opens an untold field for blackmail, 
hush money and graft. All the snooping and spy- 
ing, graft and blackmail of the prohibition era 
would be child’s play compared to what could be 
done under this statute. 
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The Issue Is Democracy! 

Incidents relating to the division in labor’s ranks 
at the recent convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor at Houston, Texas, and also in our 
own central body here in San Francisco, reveal 
that not all of those who discuss the problem are 
quite clear in their minds as to the genesis and 
progress of the schism. 

The general belief seems to be that the rival 
organizations—the American Federation of Labor 
and the Committee for Industrial Organization— 
are split on the question of industrial unionism, 
and therefore if the A. F. of L. would acknowl- 
edge its defeat on this question the way to peace 
between the warring factions would be opened. 

It has been explained time and time again that 
there is not nor has there been any real division 
on this point. From the organization of the Amer- 
ican Federation down to the present time “indus- 
trial” unions have been a part of that body, and 
there is no reason why they should not continue 
to be so. One of the “industrial” organizations that 
has continued with the A. F. of L., strangely 
enough, has been one of the severest critics of the 
parent body on this score. It all centers on the 
question of organizing the workers in “mass indus- 
tries’—automobiles, iron and steel, rubber, rail- 
roads, etc. The railroad organizations solved the 
problem in their own way, and apparently are 
satisfied with that solution. Numerous attempts 
have been made by the American Federation of 
Labor to organize these industries, with only par- 
tial success. And why? 

* 8 & 

After bolting the convention of the A. F. of L. 
because their policy had not received a majority 
vote, the unions which set up the C, I. O. started 
an organization campaign in these “mass indus- 
tries,’ and their “success” was heralded the coun- 
try over as an example of what could have been 
done by the A. F. of L. were it not officered by 
“old fossils’ who had neither the ability nor the 
inclination to carry on this important work. The 
wave of criticism of the A. F. of L. and its offi- 
cials both prior to and following the formation of 
the C. I. O. can easily be traced to a definite 
source. 

It was and is the policy of the radical element 
constituting the Communist party in America— 
the same element which flocked to the standard of 
John L. Lewis the moment he started the schism 
in the A. F. of L.to belittle the work and defame 
the character of every man prominent in the 
legitimate labor movement, with the object of 
undermining the trust and confidence of members 
of the various unions in their officers and organi- 
zations. This done, it was urged on them to join 
hands with the Moscow-inspired “leaders” whose 
aim was the destruction of trades-unionism and 
the substitution of the “dictatorship of the prole- 
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tariat.” Their only success in this direction so far 
has been to make more difficult the attainment of 
better wages and better working conditions and 
to gain the enmity of all who prefer the American 
system to the imported economic doctrines. 

es se & 


Lewis and his lieutenants spent a great deal of 
money, most of it said to have been furnished by 
his own union, in “organizing” the mass indus- 
tries. And in his method of organizing may be 
seen the difference between the policies of the 
A. F. of L. and the C. I. O. 


In a pronouncement made by Lewis some two 
years ago he inveighed against the “union shop,” 
or the “closed shop” as it is termed by the enemies 
of labor. Instead of insisting upon all the men 
employed in a plant being members of the union 
which sought an agreement with the employer, he 
approved and signed agreements which provided 
merely that the union involved should be recog- 
nized as the bargaining agent “for its own mem- 
bers only.” This, of course, was a recognition of 
the “open shop,” to which the employers, espe- 
cially in the steel industry, raised no objection, as 
they had always been willing to agree to it. 


The “open shop” means less than nothing so 
far as trades unionism goes. It must be apparent 
that if the union is unable to enforce the union 
shop it is impotent. No union man is content to 
work and strive for improved conditions and pro- 
vide the money to carry out union policies while 
men working beside him concern themselves with 
none of these things but only participating in the 
benefits which the union is able to gain without 
cost to themselves. Such a condition only encour- 
ages non-unionism. 


On the other hand, the A. F. of L. unions, hay- 
ing been “through the mill,” realize that a plant 
must.be either union or non-union. “A house di- 
vided” means the same in trade-unionism as it 
does in national affairs. 


When a contract is signed between an A. F. of 
L. union and employers it means a “union” con- 
tract, not an “open shop” contract. 


No doubt if such contracts as Lewis approved 
would have been sanctioned by the A. F. of L. 
unions the mass industries would have been 
“organized” years ago. But what benefit would 
they have been to the workers involved or to the 
organized labor movement as a whole? 

% % % 


All of which leads up to the question, “What, 
then, is keeping the factions apart?” 

There seems to be an idea in certain quarters 
that in some way William Green, president of the 
A. F. of L., should be made to shoulder the blame. 
And yet, in the heated and sensational debate at 
the recent convention in Houston, when the impli- 
cation contained in a motion made by the power- 
ful head of the Teamsters’ Union was made, even 
Tobin himself and his co-delegates voted for the 
committee report to which he had objected, and 
it was adopted with but one dissenting vote, and 
Tobin withdrew his objection to the Federation’s 
policy of the “open door.” 

To have insisted upon President Green and his 
fellow members of the executive council making 
overtures to the rebel Lewis and his followers 
would have been comparable to President Lincoln, 
during the civil war, making peace proposals to 
Jefferson Davis prior to the Confederacy’s laying 
down its arms. 

* * + 

Lewis violated one of democracy’s fundamental 
principles when he and his followers refused to 
“abide by the will of the majority” and walked 
out of the Federation convention. Should he re- 
turn to the fold, taking advantage of the “open 
door” which Green has proclaimed, he still will be 
obligated to submit to the will of the majority. 
Neither unions nor nations can condone assaults 
upon their constitutional requirements, 
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The worth of a promise consists purely in the 
way in which the performance squares with it.— 
Theodore Roosevelt. 

ee 

The one bright streak in the foreign news is 
the medium sized but very complete licking which 
the Chinese gave the Japs near Hankow. 
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Newspapers have begun to run headlines about 
“suicides in Czechoslovakia.” Which surprises no 
one who remembers what happened after Hitler 
“liberated” Austria. 

——_—_— &_ _—_ 

The hoped-for scandal at the T.V.A. investiga- 
tion has not materialized. Unless it be the $20,000 
contribution which a big utility company gave to 
an anti-public ownership campaign. 

& 

The state Department of Social Welfare of New 
York spent $50,000 on welfare gardens this year. 
The crops from those gardens were worth $60,- 
000, which the amateur gardeners would have had 
to pay. It is now in order for some judge to 
declare that department unconstitutional. 

————————_@___—___ 


Mooney'’s Last Hope 
(New York ‘“Times’’) 

The Supreme Court of the United States has 
shattered what seemed almost the last hope that 
Thomas J. Mooney could be released from San 
Quentin Prison by judicial process. True, in refus- 
ing to grant a writ of certiorari the court did per- 
mit Mooney’s attorney to renew his petition for a 
writ of habeas corpus. But the indications are that 
the court, including such tried liberals as Justices 
Stone and Brandeis, will not find any constitu- 
tional way to take hold of this case. 


Mooney’s reported denunciation of the court “as 
a bulwark of the predatory, corporate, anti-labor 
interests of America,” and his demand on Gov- 
ernor Merriam of California to end “this out- 
rageous procrastination” in his case are, to say 
the least, untactful. But the issue is not whether 
Mooney is tactful. It is not even whether, if re- 
leased, he will resume what many regarded as a 
career of trouble-making. The issue is whether or 
not he was wrongly convicted of blowing up the 
Preparedness Day parade in San Francisco in 
1916. 

On the face of the evidence submitted to the 
jury at his trial he was guilty, but every damning 
scrap of this evidence has since been questioned, 
and much of it exposed as perjury. Governor 
Merriam would serve common sense as well as 
justice if he reviewed the case and, if the evi- 
dence is as weak as it now appears to be, issued 
a pardon. 


— 


Senator George W. Norris 
(1. L. N. S.) 

George Welborn Norris, senator ad lib. from 
Nebraska, is distinctive, even in announcing his 
political intentions. In telling his state that he 
would not be a candidate again, he said: 

“You know, I know, and God knows that I’ve 
made my last rave. I am serving my last term, 
meking my last fight. I have nothing further to 
ask of the Nebraska electorate; I want good will, 
but I am not seeking votes.” 

Only fools and unteachable reactionaries ever 
accused George Norris of raving; but let that pass. 
He has given service enough to make the fame of 
half a dozen men. He stopped two bought-and- 
paid-for senatorships at the door. He saved Mus- 
cle Shoals. He took by odds the biggest part in 
creating T.V.A. He was responsible in the Senate 
as La Guardia in the House for smashing federal 
labor injunctions. 

And he is the only man now alive who amended 
the Constitution of the United States, and amended 
it in the direction of democracy. 

Hail, and not yet farewell, to George Norris! 
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Analysis of Initiative No. 1 on November Ballot 


Initiative No. 1 Is an Attempt to Perpetrate a Fraud on the People of California 


The following analysis of the vicious anti-union 
Proposition No. 1, which is the first of a_ series 
sponsored by a group of lawyers who have organ- 
ized themselves into the “Lawyers’ Committee 
Against No. 1,” should be closely read not only by 
union men and women, but by all citizens of Cali- 
fornia who do not wish to see the initiative and 
referendum law thrown into disrepute by placing be- 
fore the voters fraudulent and misleading measures 
such as the one under discussion. Other articles will 
follow.—The Editor. 


HE proposed measure is carefully worded to 

give the impression that it is fair and impar- 
tial and intended -only to outlaw violence and 
intimidation. Not only is the impression which is 
thus created incorrect, but as a matter of fact it 
would be difficult to conceive a more viciously 
unfair law. 

Those backing the measure argue that it guar- 
antees the principle of collective bargaining and 
the right of employees to strike. That claim is 
unqualifiedly false. The act merely recognizes the 
fact that union organization and collective bar- 
gaining have been permitted by the government. 
It does not guarantee or protect the right to or- 
ganize and bargain collectively in any way what- 
soever. Rather, while rendering lip service to 
union organization and collective bargaining by 
simply stating the fact that it always has been 
permitted in this state, the act proceeds by devi- 
ous methods effectually to destroy these very 
rights. As a practical matter, under the terms of 
this measure the employers who desire to do so 
are given carte blanche for the destruction of all 
unions. Those employers can simply fire all of the 
union men employed by them and hire non-union 
men in their place. The men fired, whether they 
have been working for the employer one day or 
twenty-five years, are prohibited from informing 
the public, by the only methods available to them, 
of the fact that they have been discharged be- 
cause of the union affiliation. Thus all collective 
bargaining can be destroyed by kicking out any 
employees who evince a desire to bargain collec- 
tively, and these employees are left defenseless. 
To say that such a measure guarantees the right 
to bargain collectively is to attempt to perpetrate 
a fraud upon the people of California. 


The Highest Form of Coercion 


Again the proponents of the measure assert that 
it assures to employees the right to organize, free 
from coercion from any source. The fact that 
under its terms an employer has the power to dis- 
charge all employees who endeavor to take advan- 
tage of this “right” to organize, and that those 
employees can not picket, can not boycott, and 
have no way of informing the public of the facts, 
is ignored. Thus the highest form of coercion 
available to the employers—firing of employees— 
is not only permitted, but sanctioned and en- 
couraged by the act. 


According to its sponsors the primary purpose 
of the act is to prohibit coercion and intimidation. 
Those words “coercion” and “intimidation” are 
merely a mask to conceal the real purpose behind 
this measure. This purpose, however, is revealed 
in the definition given to the words “coercion” 
and “intimidation,” which definition includes every 
possible type of peaceful persuasion and therefore 
prohibits not merely coercion and intimidation, 
which are already illegal, but outlaws peaceful and 
democratic methods of persuasion. 

It is piously claimed that the initiative merely 
regulates picketing and boycotts. If practical de- 
struction of these rights can be termed regula- 
tion, then-the sponsors of the measure are making 


truthful claims. But if we consider regulation as 
something less than nullification, these claims are 
as fraudulent as the measure itself. The fact is 
that in most cases picketing and boycotts are en- 
tirely prohibited. In the other cases these “regu- 
lated” rights are so surrounded by technicalities, 
limitations and prohibitions that they are rendered 
ineffective for any purpose whatsoever. For 
instance, if there are three men on a picket line, 
all of the pickets may be arrested and subjected to 
fines which may run as high as $5000, plus two 
years in a state penitentiary. With this section in 
effect, an employer need place but one provocateur 
on a picket line and all of the legitimate pickets 
would be arrested. 


Pernicious Restriction of Rights 


If a picket says something which some police- 
man believes to be derogatory (and the word 
“unfair” is certainly derogatory), if he endeavors 
peacefully to prevent persons from “scabbing,” if 
he doesn’t wear the exact kind of arm band pre- 
scribed by the law, if the sign which he carries is 
one inch larger than the law permits, if he hasn’t 
exactly the right kind of authorization from his 
union (the kind required under the law being 
almost impossible to obtain as a practical matter), 
if he is one foot too close to another picket, he 
immediately becomes subject to heavy fine and 
imprisonment. Rare indeed would be the picket 
line that could not be accused of violating some 
one of these stringent restrictions placed in the 
initiative in order to accomplish its real purpose— 
the practical prohibition of all picketing and the 
destruction of all unions. Similar restrictions are 
placed upon boycotts. Under the terms of the 
initiative it would be a criminal act for an organ- 
ized labor body to declare an employer unfair 
because of sweatshop conditions, low wages or 
long hours. Even the individual employee can not 
under the proposed act boycott an employer uriless 
there is a dispute concerning wages, hours or con- 
ditions of employment. In other words, if an em- 
ployer fires all of his employees because of union 
activities, these employees can not inform the pub- 
lic of that fact and request the public not to pat- 
ronize the employer because of his discriminatory 
actions. 


A vote in favor of this measure is a vote to 
suppress the truth about the chiselling sweatshop 
employer and to destroy true unionism. Do not 
permit the sponsors of this measure to deceive you 
by their fraudulent claims to the contrary. 
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Defeat Proposition 1! 
By CHAS. PILGRIM, Press Agent Cooks’ Union 


All union men and women must wake up to the 
fact that they have a hard job on their hands to 
defeat Proposition No. 1 on the November ballot 
and they must be sure to go to the polls and vote 
“no” on this measure; also they must try and get 
their fellow workers and their neighbors to do the 
same thing, 


Now is the time to teach all the people the value 
of organized labor, to make them understand how 
much social benefit it has brought to the whole of 
the people of these United States, what they owe 
to the labor movement, and what they will suffer 
if they allow, or help in any way to destroy, that 
same labor movement. 

The members of the labor unions of this coun- 
try were the backbone of the Northern army dur- 
ing the civil war, and it was due in a large 
measure to the efforts and the sacrifices of union 
labor that the war ended with the defeat of the 
reactionaries and the enemies of progress. 

Organized labor has fought for the free educa- 
tion that the children now enjoy, the city and 


county hospitals, the homes for the aged, the 
shorter day for the firemen and policemen (thus 
giving this city better fire and police protection), 
the state relief, the W.P.A., free libraries and the 
Municipal cars, old-age pensions, social and unem- 
ployment insurance and many other of the social 
benefits that the people have today. Union labor 
is not selfish; it does not think only of the organ- 
ized worker, but whole-heartedly gives its support 
to any and all people where they are struggling 
against fire, flood or famine, or in behalf of free- 
dom, To in any way hamper the labor unions or 
to crush them completely, as is the aim of Propo- 
sition No. 1, would be a direct aid to the fascist 
movement in the United States of America, and 
an invitation for a dictator to move in on the 
people. 

Organized labor fought for and elected Mr. 
Roosevelt as President of this nation. Therefore 
it is in a large measure responsible for the N.R.A. 
and the “new deal,” also the measures put into 
the law of the land which give labor the legal 
right to organize into unions of the workers’ own 
choice, to strike and picket. 

All workers, no matter what their political 
opinions may be, should make themselves ac- 
quainted with this vicious measure and they will 
then see that Proposition No. 1 is a slap in the 
face for our President and a denial of all the rights 
that the law guarantees to the working men and 
women of this country. 

Union labor is responsible for the fact that San 
Francisco is known all over this world as “the city 
that knows how.” So let all the workers get out 
on election day and prove that they do know how 
by voting “no” on Proposition No. 1. 

Remember, San Francisco is a union town—a 
good town. Do your bit to keep it a union town 
and, if possible, make it a better town. Don’t 
allow any gang of would-be nazis to smash your 
unions. 

Defeat Proposition No. 1! 


MEXICAN RAIL PAY RAISED 


Workers on Mexican railroads received a 16 per 
cent wage increase on October 1. 


| Change My Mind 


I like iconoclastic books, 

And when their shafts of wit 
Upset my preconceived ideas 
And puncture them a bit 

I take delight, indeed I do, 

In swapping old beliefs for new. 


Sometimes a fetish I have held 
And treasured many a year, 
Beneath iconoclastic light 

Seems most grotesquely queer; 
Then, seeing that its feet are clay, 
I throw the clumsy thing away. 


Into a handy bone yard now 

I toss these silly things— 
Superstitions, false impressions, 
Old beliefs with broken wings; 
Creeds and forms that cannot be 
Of the slightest use to me. 


I like iconoclastic books— 
They spur my so-called mind; 
They give me courage to reject, 
To analyze, define, 

Adopt a wiser, saner view, 

And swap my old ideas for new. 


—A Merriam Conner. 
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Religious Association 
Enters Labor's Ranks 


The Catholic Association of Trade Unionists 
was formed in San Francisco Monday night at a 
meeting of 102 representatives of the A. F. of L., 
the C. I. O. and the independent Brotherhood of 
Railway Clerks. 

Elected temporary chairman of the group was 
Gus Gaynor, president of the Brotherhood. Ob- 
jective of the group is to weld the Catholic work- 
ers in San Francisco into a common body to put 
into practice the “Labor Encyclical” of Pope Leo 
XIII, representatives said. 


Judging from the enthusiastic response, the or- 
ganization is shortly destined to become a leading 
group for the establishment and maintenance of 
equitable and peaceful relationships in the city and 
state. Daily mass and communion will be ob- 
served by all members in the hope for success in 
restoration of harmony within the labor move- 
ment, as well as between employer and employee. 

In addition to Chairman Gaynor, other commit- 
tee officers elected include Joseph Hennebery, San 
Francisco attorney, assistant chairman; Laura 
Smith, Retail Department Store Union, secretary- 
treasurer, and others. 


Publicity and speakers’ committees were formed 
within the group to seek its expansion in the ranks 
of church and other independent groups. 
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Defeat Pay Cut 


Members of Division No. 900 of the Amalga- 
mated Association of Street, Electric Railway and 
Motor Coach Employees of America, employees 
of the Chicago, North Shore & Milwaukee Rail- 
road, an electric line, have approved terms of a 
contract which calls for cancellation of a 15 per 
cent wage reduction which precipitated a “strike,” 
termed by labor leaders a lockout because of the 
management’s flat refusal, at first, to negotiate 
with the union. 

The pact provides that the scale of wages in 
effect August 15 shall be paid for ninety days. An 
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amount up to 20 per cent of the scale may be paid 
in receiver’s certificates for the first sixty days, 
and for the last thirty days an amount up to 15 
per cent may be paid. Employees whose rate is 50 
cents an hour or less are to receive full wages in 
cash. 

Matters are to be turned over to a board of 
arbitration and, after the ninety-day period, if no 
other agreement is reached, the present contract 
is to be continued. 

Reel aoe ea rae 
POST FOR EDUARD BENES 

Dr, Harold M. Wriston, president of Brown 
University, said last week he had offered a visiting 
professorship to Dr. Eduard Benes, who has re- 
signed as President, of Czechoslovakia. 

LEASK MOVES TO LOS ANGELES 

Samuel Leask, Jr., representative of California 
retailers and small employers on the Unemploy- 
ment Reserves Commission, has been appointed 
to an executive position with the May Company, 
in Los Angeles, and has removed to that city. 
oe __—_—— 


Propositions 3 and 4 


The California State Automobile Association and 
the Automobile Club of Southern California are 
sponsoring two propositions on the November 8 
ballot that are calculated to “make California 
streets and highways safer and better.” They are 
Nos. 3 and 4, and they are summarized as follows: 

Proposition No. 3 (Anti-Gas-Tax Diversion 
Amendment): 

(1) Protects the present adequate revenues from 
the gasoline tax, assuring that they will be spent 
solely for building, maintaining and administering 
streets and highways and for highway safety. 


(2) Prevents politicians from utilizing gas-tax 
funds for governmental purposes not related to 
highways. 

(3) Protects California’s federal aid allotments, 
for the federal government reduces federal aid 
grarits to states permitting gas-tax diversion. 


(4) Prevents future increases in the gas tax. 


(5) Protects the schools by permitting emer- 
gency borrowing of motor-tax funds for school 
purposes. : 

Proposition No. 4 (State Highway and Traffic 
Survey Commission Initiative) : 


(1) Creates a full-time, paid commission of five 
members charged with the responsibility of build- 
ing and administering safe, modern streets and 
highways. 

(2) Sets up no new commission but reorganizes 
the present commission, making its operations far 
more efficient and far more economical. 


(3) Commission would be non-political, ap- 
pointed for long, staggered terms by the governor 
with the advice and consent of the State Senate. 

(4) Makes the California Highway Patrol an 
efficient agency for the protection rather than for 
the punishment of motorists. 

(5) Assures a dollar’s worth of value and more 
for every dollar of the taxpayers’ money that is 
spent on highways. 


San Francisco 


JOINT COUNCIL 
of 


TEAMSTERS 


President - John P. McLaughlin 
Secretary - Stephen F. Gilligan 


Office, 306 Labor Temple 
Tel. UNderhill 1127 


DRINK CASWELL’S COFFEE 


SUtter 6654 


GEO. W. CASWELL CO. 


442 Second Street 


Friday, October 21, 1938 


Assessment Continued 
By American Federation 


The annual convention of the American Federa- 
tion of Labor in session at Houston, Texas, 
ordered the continuance for another year of the 
assessment of 1 cent per member per month which 
was levied at the Denver convention of the [ed- 
eration last year. 

“The records show that during the months from 
July, 1937, to and including June, 1938, organizers 
have applied for and charters have been issued to 
809 local trade and federal labor unions,” the 
executive council told the delegates, “This figure 
does not include those applications which were 
forwarded to the various national and international 
unions whose jurisdiction covered such groups.” 

In recommending that the 1-cent-a-month 
assessment be continued for another year the 
council said: 

“The funds provided through the payment of 
this assessment will enable the American Federa- 
tion of Labor to continue its organization policies, 
maintain the gain we have already made, and ren- 
der additional service both to national and inter- 
national unions affiliated with the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and to the unorganized workers 
of the nation.” 

—— —--— &__ —_—_ 

NEW ZEALAND LABOR PARTY WINS 

Returns showed last Saturday that the labor 
government won the general election to the House 
of Representatives, with 53 seats, compared to its 
previous 55, says a cable from Wellington, N. Z. 
The National party had 23, compared to a previous 
19, and independents three, compared to a previ- 
ous six. 

a ee 
RADIO MONOPOLY PROBE 

The Federal Communications Commission has 
set October 24 as the opening date for its long- 
promised investigation of monopoly in the broad- 
casting industry. Indications are that anyone who 
has ever been near a mike may be called to testify. 

Wee eee 
MODERN DAYS 

Hard to believe—yet it’s true. The phone rang 
the other morning in a store on Madison avenue. 
A clerk answered. “Hello,” said the voice on the 
other end. “Put George Smith on the phone.” 
“George Smith?” echoed the clerk. “We have no 
George Smith working here.” “Who said anything 
about him working there?” demanded the voice. 
“You put George Smith on the phone. He’s picket- 
ing outside your store.’—“Motorman and Con- 
ductor.” 


=. 
Unemployment Benefits 


Workers in California’s highly seasonal food 
manufacturing industry to date have drawn more 
unemployment compensation benefits than any 
other of the state’s eighty-six industrial groups, 
Carl L. Hyde, executive director of the State De- 
partment of Employment, announced. 

Hyde said figures on industrial payments up to 
September 1 indicated 280,003 compensation 
chécks had been issued to unemployed workers in 
the food-manufacturing industry, amounting to 
$2,249,893.95, or 15.6 per cent of all compensation 
paid. 

The manufacturing industry as a whole, which 
contains eighteen sub-classifications, has drawn 
$6,636,972.18, or 45.8 per cent of the total compen- 
sation funds paid. 
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Candidates Unanimous 
In Their Opposition to 
Anti-Labor Proposition 


Organization of 6000 precinct workers to cam- 
paign against Proposition No. 1 and the establish- 
ment of headquarters in every local assembly dis- 
trict was undertaken this week by Labor’s Cam- 
paign Committee against the “labor” initiative. 

Under the direction of Captain A. T. Petersen 
of the Masters, Mates and Pilots, a city-wide 
door-to-door campaign is now afoot with volun- 
teer workers from all unions participating. 


An appeal to all union members was issued by 
Paul O. Gaffney, campaign manager, urging them 
to give two hours of their time to help the city- 
wide campaign, 

Telegrams were sent this week to all state can- 
didates for office asking them to state their posi- 
tion on Proposition No. 1. Replies supporting 
labor in its fight on No. 1 have been received from 
Senator Culbert Olson, Ellis Patterson, Sheridan 
Downey, Supervisor George Reilly, Andrew J. 
Gallagher, and Carl S. Kegley, write-in candidate 
for attorney-general. A refusal to make any com- 
mitment was sent by Philip Bancroft. Other can- 
didates made no reply. 

Candidates Express Opposition 

Senator Olson expressed his stand on Proposi- 
tion No. 1 in the following telegram: 

“T am absolutely opposed to Proposition No. 1. 
It is intended to defeat the legitimate rights of 
organized labor and the effective application of the 
principle of collective bargaining. I am asking the 
people to vote against this measure.” 

Ellis E. Patterson, candidate for lieutenant- 
governor, wired: 

“T am opposed to No. 1 on the November ballot. 
No. 1 violates the freedom of speech and the right 
of freedom of assemblage. The terminology of the 
initiative is confused and misleading. Therefore 
everyone in California who believes in our free 
institutions and democracy must get out and de- 
feat No, 1.” 

Sheridan Downey, candidate for United States 
senator, sent the following reply: 

“In my opinion initiative measure No. 1 is an 
unfair and un-American law, and is designed to 
emasculate and weaken organized labor to such an 
extent that labor organizations hereafter would be 
powerless to effectively organize and bargain with 
the employers.” 

Supervisor George R. Reilly, candidate for the 
State Board of Equalization, placed himself on 
record as follows: 

“My stand on public matters affecting the wel- 
fare of organized labor has always been 100 per 
cent. I am opposed to initiative No. 1 and appre- 
ciate your asking my views.” 

Gallagher’s Voice Heard 

Andrew J. Gallagher, candidate for the State 
Board of Equalization, said: 

“T have been campaigning against Proposition 
No. 1 throughout the state. It will have a crip- 
pling effect on labor. It is entirely uncalled for.” 

Carl S. Kegley, write-in candidate for attorney- 
general, replied: 

“Since Friday night I have talked to 50,000 peo- 
ple in audiences in northern California. I have 
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repeatedly made the statement of my unqualified 
opposition to Proposition No. 1.” 

Volunteer speakers are asked to register at 
headquarters, 406 Marshall Square building, with 
Hugh Bell, chairman of the Speakers’ Bureau. 

Unions are reminded to furnish headquarters 
with their mailing lists or addressed envelopes. 
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The Man That You Are! 


By DR. CHARLES STELZLE 
Executive Director Good Neighbor League 

Try as they may, the scientists and the efficiency 
engineers will never be able to produce a mechan- 
ism which will equal the humblest worker. When, 
through weariness or discouragement, you are 
inclined to believe that you are just a common 
clod, without any possibilities, it might be well for 
you to reflect what the scientists have discovered 
in your make-up which qualifies you as the most 
wonderful creation on earth. 

And perhaps, when you understand and appre- 
ciate your natural resources, you will take heart 
and begin to take advantage of your opportunities 
—just as a human being. 

In a book just published, entitled “Nine Chains 
to the Moon,” the author has given you a picture 
of yourself. Here is what he says you are: 

“An electro-chemical reduction plant, integral 
with segregated stowages of special energy ex- 
tracts in storage batteries, for subsequent actua- 
tion of thousands of hydraulic and pneumatic 
pumps, with motors attached. Sixty-two thousand 
miles of capillaries, millions of warnine signals, 
railroad and convevor systems rushers and 
cranes ... anda universally distributed telephone 
system needing no service for seventy years if well 
managed. The whole . 
exquisite precision from a turret in which are 
located telescopic and microscopic seli-registering 
and recording range finders, a spe 
the turret control being closely allied with an air- 
conditioning intake and exhaust, and a main fuel 
intake. 


ctroscope, etc., 


“Within the few cubic inches housing the turret 
mechanisms there is room, also, for two sound- 
wave and sound-direction-finder recording dia- 
phragms, a filing and instant reference system, and 
an expertly devised analytical laboratory large 
enough not only to contain minute records of 
every last and continual event of up to seventy 
years’ experience . . . but to extend, by computa- 
tion and abstract fabrication this experience with 
relative accuracy into all corners of the observed 
universe. There is, also, a forecasting and tactical 
plotting department for the reduction of future 
possibilities and probabilities to generally success- 
ful specific choice.” 

The beauty of the whole thing is that every one 
of these capabilities may be developed and_ im- 
proved—it is just the beginning of what you may 
be, both here and hereafter! And remember, too, 
that the man who lives and works alongside of 
you has the same qualities and possibilities, 
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To Avoid Confusion 
On Housing Agencies 


To avoid confusion in the minds of many per- 
sons on the difference between the two phases of 
the national government's housing program—slum 
clearance and Jow-rent housing by the United 
States Housing Authority, and the stimulation of 
dwelling construction through governmental mort- 
gage insurance by the Mederal Housing Adminis- 
tration, the following definitions and explanations 
of the functions of the two agencies has been pre- 
pared by Tyrell Krum of the United States Hous- 
ing Authority: 

The United States Housing Authority (U.S. 
H.A.) was created in the United States Housing 


Act of 1937 and came into being November 1, 
1937, Nathan Straus is administrator of the United 
States Housing Authority (U.S.H.A.), which has 
as its program the lending of 90 per cent of the 


1 
cost of slum clearance and low-rent housing proj- 
ects for slum dwellers in the lowest income 
brackets. 

The Federal Housing Admini+tration (F.H.A.) 
was established by act of Congress, June, 1934. 
Stewart McDonald is the Federal Housing Ad- 
Federal HH Administration 
(F.H.A.) loans no money but insures mortgages 


ministrator. ousing 
for the construction of homes by and for private 
individuals. 

In brief, the United States Housing Authority 
(U.S.H.A.) functions z 


Deals with public hous 


agencies only. These 
are generally called Housing Authorities, 


Makes loans and grants for capital cost of slum- 
clearance projects and males annual contributions 
in form of subsidies to assure the low-rent charac- 
ter of the projects 


Promotes building by cities (local housing 
authoritics). at rcntals that sli dwellers can pay. 

Addresses itself solely to housing for the under- 
privileged one-third of the population. 

Title to property and projects remains with 
cities (local ho x authorities). 

. oe 
In line with the stated policy of the Mexican 


government, 4000 anti-fascist refugees will be 
admitted to Me XICO, 
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Run o’ the Hook 


By GEO. S. HOLLIS 
President Typographical Union No. 21 


Due, probably, to advance information as to the 
character of business to be considered, last Sun- 
day’s meeting of San Francisco Typographical 
Union was attended by a number somewhat above 
the average. The following is an epitome of the 
proceedings of the session, throughout all of which 
the highest degree of interest was manifest: 

With an unusual number of special reports re- 
quiring the signatures of delegates and committee- 
men, calling of the meeting to order was delayed 
until 1:10 p. m.... Roll call of officers showed the 
absence of an executive committeeman and a 
trustee. . . . With two suspensions reported, the 
membership statement showed an enrollment of 
1505 on October 15 as against 1507 on September 
17. During the fiscal month 23 traveling and 1 
honorable withdrawal cards were received, while 
22 and 1, respectively, were issued. There were 
two deaths and one initiation. . . . The financial 
statement of the secretary-treasurer and the report 
of the auditing committee were approved. 
There was but one proposition for membership, 
that filed by R. S, Bronell, which was given its 
initial reading. ... The apprentice committee re- 
ported. the results of its examination of five 
apprentices and made recommendations in accord- 
ance therewith, all of which were concurred in by 
the union. H. A. Phillips was obligated as an ap- 
prentice member. .. . The membership committee 
was granted further time to consider the applica- 
tion of Apprentice Douglas True for transfer to 
journeyman membership. ... After a debate that 
was animated and of some length, the union voted 
to reaffiliate with the California Conference of 
Typographical Unions. . The feature of the 
afternoon’s program was the union’s eager and 
immediate response to the calls of the California 
State Federation of Labor and the San Francisco 
Labor Council in opposition to Proposition No. 1 
on the state ballot to be voted November 8. This 
vicious proposal was discussed virtually section by 
section, and its destructiveness of organized labor, 
should it be approved, plainly and effectively im- 
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pressed upon the membership. Enlistment of the 
services of all members of the union and their 
friends to crush this bold and terrific assault on 
organized labor was sought and obtained without 
effort. A substantial sum was appropriated to carry 
on the battle... . Comprehensive and interesting 
reports were submitted by the union’s delegates to 
the International Typographical Union and the 
California State Federation of Labor conventions. 
Also included in the reports of special committees 
were those of the representatives to the Allied 
Printing Trades Legislative Committee and the 
Sports and Entertainment Committee. Neither 
provoked much debate, and all were adopted with- 
out amendment. ... The appeal of Department 
Store Employees’ Union, Local No. 1100, which 
has been on strike for several weeks, was favor- 
ably and liberally considered. ... The scale com- 
mittee reviewed the negotiations had with the San 
Francisco-Oakland Newspaper Publishers’ Asso- 
ciation during the last month. The report was 
made as one of progress and approved as such. 
... More than two dozen communications were 
presented in epitomized form and the recommenda- 
tions of the executive committee as to their dispo- 
sition were concurred in in each instance. 
Favorable action on an application for admission 
to the Union Printers’ Home and two petitions 
for the old age pension concluded the session, 
which adjourned at 5:10 p. m. 

W. W. Booth, father of Chauncey L. Booth, 
member of the membership committee of Typo- 
graphical Union No. 21, died at La Jolla, Calif., 
last Tuesday at the advanced age of 79 years. Mr. 
Booth was a veteran newspaper man. At different 
times he published papers at Coulterville and 
Jamestown, Calif., and conducted the Tonopah 
(Ney.) “Bonanza” for more than twenty-eight 
years. W. W. Booth was the son of a master 
printer and publisher of English birth. He was a 
staunch supporter of the International Typo- 
graphical Union and as an employer always gave 
preference to its members, many of whom are now 
affiliated with San Francisco Typographical Union 
and who will learn of his passing with regret. His 
funeral was held at La Jolla, where his body was 
cremated. 


R. W. Waterson, union trustee and “Chronicle” 
proofreader, is on the last lap of his homeward 
trip following a three months’ vacation abroad. 
According to a postcard received by a correspond- 
ent, “Bob” has “had a grand vacation, replete with 
interest.” 

Mr, D. R. Morris, proofreader on the Sydney 
(Australia) “Sun,” is sojourning briefly in San 
Francisco preparatory to making a general tour of 
the United States. He favored union headquarters 
with a visit last week. 


Softball Notes 

The S. F. T. U. softball team lost a nip and tuck 
7-6 contest to the Fantail Club in the Softball 
League’s finale last Sunday in Golden Gate Park’s 
“Big Rec.” The defeat dropped them into fourth 
place in the standings, while the Fantails clinched 
the second spot. ... The Fantails collected seven 
hits off Mickey Morris, who was pitching his first 
game. Fantails were touted as one of the hardest 
hitting clubs in the league, Harry Hertzog, credited 
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with the nearest approach to a no-hit game in the 
league—allowing one hit against Hoffman Ma- 
chines—held the Printers to six bingles. .. . High- 
lights from the Printers’ angle were: Paul Coontz’s 
ball-hawking (shall we call him. a tower of 
strength?); Dick Smith’s two hits; Frank Shea’s 
snagging of wild throws at first base, and Mickey 
Morris’s backhand toss that nailed a Fantail going 
to first. ... And, now—resting in the belief that 
only the operator reaches this stage of the article 
—is the story of the penultimate debacle, a 17-2 
lacing handed No. 21 by National Division' cham- 
pionship Crystal ‘Club. Crystals tallied in but two 
of the seven innings, nine runs in first and eight 
in the fifth. In this game Lawrence Ullo, left field, 
was the only Printer who didn’t muff a ball... . 
When the American Division is unraveled—two 
or three teams being tied for first—the Crystal 
Club will meet the winner in the grand finale... , 
Next year should be a banner year for the sports 
committee. Can anyone think of a better way to 
advertise the union’s sportsmanship than in the 
field of athletics, whether it be golf, softball or 
ping pong? 
oe _ —__—_ 


Editorials Favor Gas Tax and 
Highway Measures on Ballot 


Adoption of the anti-gas tax diversion amend- 
ment and the highway and traffic safety commis- 
sion measure, Propositions 3 and 4 on the Novem- 
ber ballot, is widely favored by the press of Cali- 
fornia, it is indicated by a review of editorial 
comment, of which the following is typical: 

“Under the present set-up highway administra- 
tion is divided and not co-ordinated. . . . a change 
is overdue, An effective change is now in sight. 
The California State Automobile Association and 
Automobile Club of Southern California have filed 
a constitutional amendment (Proposition 4) pro- 
viding for a new and effective set-up in highway 
administration. . . . There is no politics in this 
proposal. It is purely an effort, and a well-judged 
one, to put a unified system into administration of 
state highway affairs..—San Francisco “Chron- 
icle.” 

oS 


SCHOOL FORUM DISCUSSIONS 


Among the subjects to be discussed in the Eve- 
ning School Forum this week, it is announced by 
Deputy Superintendent of Schools Robert F, Gray, 
is “Will Proposition No. 1 Bring Industrial 
Peace?” at the Sherman School, Union and Gough 
streets, tonight (Friday). Gerry Watkins and Miss 
Eleanor Kahn will be the speakers. Also tonight, 
at Lafayette Elementary School, Anza street and 
Thirty-sixth avenue, Peter V. Armstrong, former 
captain in the Russian imperial army, will present 
an illustrated lecture on “Activities of the Third 
International Abroad.” 

oS 


A. F. of L. Seamen’s Union 


The American Federation of Labor has opened 
a new campaign to enlist marine workers by char- 
tering the Seafarers’ International Union of North 
America. 

President William Green, after the Federation 
tonvention ended Friday last at Houston, Texas. 
named Harry Lundeberg to direct the revised fight 
against the C. I. O.’s National Maritime Union. 

Green said it was the first international move to 
organize 125,000 marine firemen, enginemen, stew- 
ards; fishermen and unlicensed ship personnel. 
Lundeberg, as temporary president, will direct 
organization on Pacific, Gulf, Atlantic and Cana- 
dian coasts, on the Great Lakes and inland 
waters, 

He is the head of the Federation’s Sailors’ 
Union of the Pacific, As to challenging West 
Coast authority of Harry Bridges and his 
C. I. O. union, Lundeberg said, “This will follow 
naturally.” 
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Mailer Notes 


By LEROY C. SMITH 


At the October meeting preliminary steps were 
taken toward the organization of San Jose, Sacra- 
mento and Stockton mailers. Delegate H. I. 
Christie gave an interesting report of the sessions 
of the California Allied Printing Trades Council 
held at Sacramento. He was re-elected secretary 
of that body. Joseph P. Bailey, secretary-treasurer 
and business representative, gave a comprehensive 
report of work accomplished in the job branch, 
which was enthusiastically received. Liberal dona- 
tions were voted to the Department Store Clerks 
and the campaign against Proposition No. 1. 
Every member should cast a “no” vote on same 
in the November 8 election. 

I, E. Levy made application for membership. 

Elmo Mathiesen succeeds William Claire as 
foreman on the Los Angeles “Examiner.” Changes 
were also made in heads of several other depart- 
ments of that publication. 

The National Labor Relations Board has cer- 
tified the International Brotherhood of Bookbind- 
ers, Local No. 199, A. F. of L., as exclusive rep- 
resentative of the ninety mailing and shipping and 
addressograph employees of the McCall Corpora- 
tion, Dayton, Ohio. This company is engaged 
in the manufacture, sale and distribution of 
“McCall’s,” “Red Book,” “Blue Book” and other 
fashion periodicals, and it “looks as if someone 
connected with our International was asleep at 
the switch,’ comments the Los Angeles Mailer 
scribe in the “Citizen.” 

W. J. Bassett succeeds Elmo Mathiesen as 
business representative of the Los Angeles Mail- 
ers’ Union. - 

The rapid-fire manner in which proposed new 
M. T. D. U. laws were adopted by the Birming- 
ham convention would indicate the average dele- 
gate did not know what he was voting on or else 
was probably voting as per instructions, as Mr. 
Roberts was very much in the picture in those 
proceedings. A resolution was adopted advising 
“those delegates and visitors representing unions 
not affiliated with the M. T. D. U., upon their re- 
turn home, to cause special meetings of their 
unions to be held for the purpose of considering 
affiliation of their unions with the M. T. D. U. 
Delegates Giacola and Muszynski of Chicago are 
quoted in M. T. D. U. convention proceedings as 
stating that “they intended to recommend to their 
union that they reaffiliate with the M. T. D. U.” 

President Baker is reported favorable to the 
Mailer president sitting on the executive council 
in Mailer cases. As the third vice-president “holds 
office by virtue of injunction preventing dissolu- 
tion of M. T. D. U. voted by I. T. U. referen- 
dum,” he should be excluded from voting on mat- 
ters concerning the members of “outlaw” unions 
or those not affiliated with the M. T. D. U. It is 
well to bear in mind that a previous Mailer presi- 
dent, holding a balance of power on the executive 
council of the I. T. U., led the proposition to 
dissolve the M. T. D. U. And also the majority 
of Mailer members of the I. T. U. are not now, 
as they then were, affiliated with the M. T. D. U. 

A. J. McKowen, proprietor of the McKowen 
Mailing Agency of Los Angeles, was a recent 
visitor. 
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Excessive Bonded Indebtedness 
At Root of Railroad Trouble 


At the hearings of the railroad emergency 
board in Washington, D. C., Mer. John A. Ryan 
declared that the present plight of the railroads 
was a disease; W. Jett Lauck, a Washington 
economist, gave strong evidence that the roads 
caught this ailment from the investment bankers; 
while George M. Harrison continued to whack the 
railroad schemes with figures, braided into new 
and stinging whiplashes. 

Mer. Ryan, head of the National Catholic Wel- 
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fare Council and long a champion of labor, said 
that the plight of the railroads “is a typical symp- 
tom of a fundamental disease in the American 
industrial system. 


“The disease consists in an excessive and intol- 
erable amount of bonded indebtedness, of long- 
term debt with fixed interest charges.” 


Banking Houses Blamed 
Lauck, as on previous occasions, laid the blame 
of over-capitalization at the door of investment 
banking houses, especially J. P. Morgan & Co. He 
pointed out that the wreck of the New Haven had 
burdened that railroad with $400,000,000 of claims 
whose assets were almost nil. 


Harrison, plainly the star witness of more than 
one session, made the startling statement that 
there is outstanding nearly $17,000 in debt for 
each of the million employees of the railroads. 
Each of these million workers, Harrison went on, 
had to produce about $700 a year above his own 
earnings to cover interest and dividend payments. 
This burden is 66 per cent heavier now than in 
1920. 


Four-Point Plan Presented 


Harrison presented to the board a four-point 
program for rehabilitation of the railroads. 

The program called for a genuine attack on the 
problem of competition, a rate policy, taking into 
consideration both good and bad times, financial 
reorganization and consolidations. 

“The railroads,’ Harrison said, “in my judg- 
ment, should withdraw the request for a 15 per 
cent wage cut and ought to begin an attack on the 
fundamental situation, since we now have a prom- 
ise from President Roosevelt himself that he will 
sympathetically assist in getting a broad scale 
program for rehabilitation of the railroads.” 

Discussing the question of competition, he said 
all forms of transportation—land, water and air— 
“should be subjected to substantially the same 
character of federal regulation, with favors for 


“none and handicaps for none. 


“That portion which can not stand this test is 
not a social asset and not an economic necessity,” 
Harrison said. 

> 
SWISS EXCLUDE REFUGEE JEWS 

The Swiss Federal Council has ruled that Jew- 
ish refugees entering Switzerland from Germany 
hereafter must have Swiss visas on their passports. 
The Council warned that “Switzerland can only 
be a transit country for them and that all lucrative 
activity is forbidden them during their temporary 
stay in our country.” 
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Wilbur Condemns No. 2 


“All technicalities aside, the so-called ‘State 
Humane Pound Act’ is aimed against animal ex- 
perimentation by those who have twice failed in 
recent years to pass similar state-wide legislation. 
We are confident that if the citizens of California 
understand the menace to health and safety that 
is in this bill they will overwhelmingly defeat it.” 


This appeal to the voters to defeat Proposition 
No. 2 on the November 8 ballot has just been 
issued by Dr. Ray Lyman Wilbur, president of 
Stanford University and also president of the Cali- 
fornia Society for the Promotion of Medical Re- 
search, which is conducting the campaign against 
the measure. 


Dr. Wilbur calls attention to the fact’ that a 
recent vote of the Commonwealth Club of Cali- 
fornia, taken after a thorough investigation of the 
legal effects if the “Humane Pound Act” is 
adopted, resulted in sixty-five votes against the 
measure and only five votes for it. Nearly one 
hundred and sixty lay, scientific and médical 
associations have to date gone on record against 
the initiative. 


“Our present laws give full protection against 
cruelty or abuse that all of us dog-owners demand. 
The ‘Humane Pound Act’ is a long step in the 
direction of harming medical research and, for the 
sake of every man, woman and child in California, 
it should be soundly defeated at the polls.” 
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Fewer Migrant Workers 


Migration of families into California in search of 
farm work dropped sharply again in September as 
compared with the same month last year, the 
Farm Security Administration reported this week. 


Last month 4130 persons, men, women and chil- 
dren in family groups “in search of manual employ- 
ment,” entered the state in cars bearing out-of- 
state licenses, as against 7609 in September, 1937, 
and 12,549 in September, 1936. Cars bearing Cali- 
fornia licenses with residents returning from “fol- 
lowing the crops” on an interstate circuit carried 
1651 persons during the month against 1461 in the 
same period last year. 
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S. F. Labor Council 


Labor Council. meets every Friday at 8 p. m. at 
Labor Temple, Sixteenth and Capp streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, Room 205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone, MArket 6304. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, October 14, 1938 


Called to order at 8:15 p.m. by President John 
F. Shelley. 

Roll Call of Officers—AI] present excepting Sec- 
retary O’Connell, who is out of the state at the 
A. F. of L. convention at Houston, Texas. 

Minutes of Previous Meeting — Approved as 


printed in Labor Clarion, 
Credentials—Hairdressers and Cosmetologists 
No. 148A, Louise Burke vice Hazel Matisen; Re- 
tail Department Store Employees No. 1100, 
Marion Kohn vice A. Schmidt. Delegates seated. 
Communications——Filed: Minutes of 
and Construction Trades Council, letters contain- 


3uilding 


ing checks transmitted and reports of donations 
voted, in connection with campaign against State 
Proposition No. 1, and strikes of Department Store 
Employees and Allied Unions (official receipts be- 
ing issued on receipt of checks only and full ac- 
counting of moneys reecived and expended by 
Council to be made at the end of present activities 
in that regard)—Ashestos Workers, donation of 
$32.50 for campaign against State Proposition No. 
1; Asphalt Workers No. 1038, $10 for Department 


Store Clerks; Bakers No. 24, check for $1000 for 
Department Store Clerks; Ship litters No. 9, 
check for $50 for campaign fund, anti-picketing: 
Federation of Building Service Crafts, check for 


$100 to defeat State Proposition No. 1; Building 
Material Drivers No. 216, check for $50 for Store 
Clerks; Carpenters No. 22, cheek for $100 to de- 


The concerns listed below are on the ‘““We Don’t 
Patronize List’? of the San Francisco Labor 
Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 
thizers are requested to cut this out and post it. 


Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Beauty Shops at 133 Geary. 

Boussum Photographic Studios, 2320 Mission, 
133 Geary. 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of ‘Saturday 
Evening Post,’ ‘Ladies’ 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Dial Radio Shop, 1955 Post. 

Don’s Dollar Sedan Service, 925 Larkin. 

F. M. Rowles’ service stations at Tenth and Mis- 
sion, Tenth and Bryant, Twelfth and How- 
ard, Post and Larkin, Haight and Stanyan 
and San Jose and Alemany. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Golden State Bakery, 1840 Polk. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Gordon's Sea Food Grotto, Ferry Building. 

Haas Bros. Candy Stores. 


Howard Automobile Company. 
Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 


Home Journal,” 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 

Navlett Seed Company, 423 Market. 

ee hdc Stove Co. Products, Los An- 
geles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

Pig ‘n’ Whistle Candy Stores. 

Purity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Riggs Optical Company, Flood Building. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Sherwin-Williams Paint Company. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster 
streets. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

Woodstock Typewriter Company, 21 Second. 

Wooldridge Tractor 
Sunnyvale, California. 

All Non-Union independent taxicabs. 

Barber shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair 

Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card 
of Hair Dressers and Cosmetologists’ Union 


No. 148-A are unfair. 


____-eeeeeeeeeeeororooo———— —— 


Equipment Company, 


feat State Proposition and check for $100 for Store 
Clerks; Casket Workers No. 94, assessed members 
50 cents to defeat No. 1; Electrical Workers No. 
6, check for $350 to defeat Proposition No. 1. 
Fiber Products and Envelope Workers have voted 
$500 to defeat Proposition No. 1 and $100 a week 
for five weeks to Department Store Clerks No. 
1100; Grocery Clerks No. 648, check for $500 to 
defeat Proposition No. 1; State Utility Laborers 
No. 1226 have voted $5 to Northern District Coun- 
cil for Labor Day parade, and $10 to California 
State Federation of Labor to defeat No. 1; Lithog- 
raphers No. 17, check for $100 for Department 
Store Clerks and $25 to defeat No. 1; Lumber 
Clerks and Lumbermen No. 2559, check for $25 
to the campaign fund and check for $25 to De- 
partment Store Clerks; Molders No. 164, check 
for $100 to defeat Proposition No, 1, are also con- 
tributing to labor councils with which members 
are affiliated, such as Alameda, Vallejo, Santa 
Rosa, Fresno and Santa Clara, for the same pur- 
pose: Musicians No. 6, check for $400 to defeat 
anti-picketing proposition and have voted to con- 
tribute $750 to California State Federation of 
Labor, $250 to Alameda Central Labor Council, 
$50 to San Mateo ‘Central Labor Council, and $50 
to San Rafael Central Council; Newspaper and 
Periodical Drivers, check for $100 for Department 
Store Clerks, and will forward further checks as 
assessment is paid by members; Printing Pressmen 
and Assistants No. 24, check for $150 to fight anti- 
picketing measure, have sent a like amount to 
State Federation of Labor; Production Machine 
Operators, check for $250 to defeat Proposition 
No. 1, similar check sent to State Federation of 
Labor, also donating $100 to Store Clerks No. 
1100; Retail Cigar and Liquor Clerks, check for 
$200 to defeat Proposition No. 1 and for $200 to 
Department Store Clerks; Photo-Engravers No. 
8, check for $50 for Department Store Clerks, and 
advising members throughout California to levy 
$1 assessment to defeat Proposition No. 1; Motion 
Picture Projectionists, check for $50 for Store 
Clerks, and $50 for defeat of Proposition No. 1; 
Pile Drivers No. 34, check for $300 to defeat 
Proposition No. 1; Sheet Metal Workers No. 104, 
check for $100 to defeat Proposition No. 1; The- 
atrical Employees’ Union, check for $80 for De- 
partment Store Employees. 

Referred to Officers: Communication from Cen- 
tral California District Council of Lumber Han- 
dlers, requesting co-operation in straightening out 
pending and future disputes arising between unions, 

Referred to Executive Committee: Communica- 
tion from Street and Electric Railway Employees 
No. 1004, requesting support in endeavor to elim- 
inate competition of jitney buses by securing re- 
peal of jitney bus ordinance. 

Resolution submitted by Millinery Workers No. 
40, dealing with a plea for unity in the labor 
movement, issued by President Roosevelt, and 
urging that this resolution be forwarded to Presi- 
dent Roosevelt, President William Green and to 
John LL. Lewis, and requesting the two latter to 
request President Roosevelt to act as mediator in 
settling the dispute between the two organizations. 
Moved to file; motion lost. Moved to adopt the 
said resolution; lengthy debate ensued, and after 
debate being closed on being put to a vote, it was 
declared lost by a vote of 104 ayes and 111 noes. 

Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
of application of the Union Label Section for 
indorsement of the San Francisco Labor Council 
of the proposed exhibit of union-made products 
and advertising and publicity for the union labels 
in this city next May, committee, after hearing 
Representatives Brundage and Wallace of the 
Section, recommend that the Council appoint an 
advisory committee of three, who will act with the 
approval of the Council, that the proposal be ap- 
proved, and that the committee be appointed as 
requested. In the matter of application of District 
Council of Painters No. 8 for placing the name of 


the firm of Sherwin-Williams Paint Company on 
the “We Don’t Patronize List,’ committe heard 
the representatives of the Paintmakers of Oak- 
land and of San Francisco, and found that neither 
the company nor its employees are willing to make 
a move to deal with the organized labor move- 
ment, wherefore committee recommended that the 
request of the District Council of Painters be 
granted. Millinery Workers and Fruit and Vege- 
table Clerks are to be notified to be represented at 
next meeting of the executive committee for the 
consideration of proposed wage scales and agrec- 
ments proposed by them. Report concurred in. 


Reports of Committees and Unions—Brother 
Gaffney, in charge of the local campaign against 
Proposition No. 1, urges that a difference be made 
between State Proposition No. 1 and the Fire- 
men’s Charter Amendment No. 1; and urges 
strenuously that unions send in to his office mail- 
ing list or addressed envelopes of membership, in 
order that each member may co-operate in the 
endeavor that each member address ten circulars 
to friends located in this state advising them to 
defeat Proposition No. 1; advised union sympa- 
thizers to wear campaign buttons, and to use rub- 
ber stamps and other campaign material furnished 
by the local campaign headquarters; urges further 
financial contributions to carry on the campaign. 
Division 518 of the Municipal Carmen has sent 
$250 to State Federation of Labor and $250 to the 
local committee. Captain Peterson of the local 
committee described his campaign methods and 
his efforts to organize it in the various local dis- 
tricts; urged the unions to use their unemployed 
members and assign them to the work of this pre- 
cinct organization. Delegate Clarence King de- 
scribed the activity of the California State Federa- 
tion of Labor, and urged to have unions send in 
for cards to be distributed throughout the state 
for information of the voters; all members must 
volunteer to assist in this most important cam- 
paign. Delegate McDonough reported on the con- 
tract by State Federation of Labor for the use of 
billboards, and that it has printed the advertising 
posters, also stated that citizens’ committees have 
been appointed to assist in the work. The Street 
Railway Employees are contributing to the sup- 
port of the Department Store Clerks and the cam- 
paign against anti-picketing. The Sailors have re- 
ceived their charter from the A. F. of L. Store 
Clerks report the strikers against Kress’s Stores 
are holding out well, and thank the unions for 
their contributions. Auto Mechanics No. 1305 have 
donated $1000 against the anti-picketing initiative. 
The Photographers are meeting with success and 
have signed up several shops. Office Employees 
report considerable unemployment, and request 
the campaign committee to assist in giving them 
employment. I. L. A. reports that the C. I. O. is 
not following the terms of the award, and insists 
that its members are entitled to be employed 
in gang formation on the waterfront. Barbers 
No. 148 have voted to donate $250 to the cam- 
paign against Initiative No. 1. Grocery Clerks are 
making arrangements to contribute to the Store 
Clerks and the campaign against Proposition No. 
1. The Street Carmen, No. 518, have voted an 
additional sum of $150 to the Store Clerks. Pro- 
duction Machine Operators donated $250 each to 
the State Federation and to the Labor Council 
campaign, and also $100 to the Clerks. Laundry 
Workers will donate $500 each to the State Federa- 
tion and to the local campaign; they report that 
the C. I. O. has turned over its Oriental workers 
to the A. F. of L. union. 

Report of the Law and Legislative Committee— 
Reiterated its previous report and recommenda- 
tions on State Proposition No. 1, vote No: on 
Propositions Nos. 3 and 4, vote Yes; held a public 
hearing and recommends the following votes: 
Proposition No. 6, Taxation and Insurance Com- 
panies, vote Yes; Proposition No. 8, Apportion- 
ment of Funds to Political Subdivisions, vote 
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Yes; Proposition No. 12, San Francisco Bay Ex- 
position, vote Yes; Proposition No. 13, Revenue 
Bond Act of 1937, vote Yes; Proposition No. 14, 
Removal of judges upon conviction of crime, 
vote Yes; Proposition No. 17, Initiative, vote Yes; 
Proposition No. 20, Taxation, will do more harm 
than good, vote No. Committee recommended on 
the three pending City Charter Amendments as 
follows: Charter Amendment No, 1, relating to 
the Fire Department, vote Yes; Charter Amend- 
ment No. 2, Fire Department Act, vote Yes; Char- 
ter Amendment No. 3, Police Retirement Act, vote 
Yes. Concurred in. 

New Business—Moved that the officers of the 
Council use their good offices in maintaining the 
protest against the ruling of the State Relief Ad- 
ministrator refusing relief to persons affected by 
local strikes, and that they seek a reversal of such 
decisions. Motion adopted. 

Moved that the Council gives its support to the 
Sailors in their dispute with the Dollar Steamship 
Lines. Motion adopted. 

Moved that the Council express its sorrow and 
loss in the recent death of Captain John Morino, 
past delegate of Masters, Mates and Pilots. 
Adopted by a standing vote and the standing in 
silence for one minute. 

Receipts, $5602.50; expenditures, $5728.22. 

Council adjourned at 10:10 p. m. 

Fraternally submitted. 

HENRY HEIDELBERG, Sec. pro tem. 
SS 


Police Retirement Plan 


“Greater police efficiency and a correspondingly 
greater incentive for young men to come into the 
department will result from the adoption of Char- 
ter Amendment No. 3,” said Captain Michael H. 
Riordan this week. 

Showing that No. 3 is actuarially possible, Cap- 
tain Riordan pointed out that no definite amount 
is asked from the city and that the Police Retire- 
ment Act provides that every policeman contrib- 
ute 5 per cent of his salary to the police pension 
fund. 

“All allowances of every kind and character 
must be made exclusively from the contributions 
of the members of the police department and the 
contributions made by the city, and the books of 
the retirement system must show the separate and 
distinct classification,” continued Captain Riordan. 

Urging the adoption of Charter Amendment 
No. 3, Riordan showed that San Francisco is the 
only city of major importance that has no pro- 
vision for optional retirement after twenty-five 
years’ service. In this city the requirement is 
thirty-seven years in service. 

“Protection for the taxpayer has been written 
into this Police Retirement Act. Under the pro- 
posed pension plan the amount of the pension can 
in no case exceed 50 per cent of the average 
monthly compensation earnable during the three 
years immediately preceding retirement. And 
members of the department retired are prohibited 
from accepting employment in the federal, state 
or municipal government,” concluded Captain 
Riordan. 

————__—_ @&____—_ 


Firemen’s Amendments 


The following tribute to the San Francisco fire- 
men appeared as an editorial in the San Francisco 
“News” on November 16, 1934: 

“OUR FIREMEN—THEY ARE READY— 
Just one more fire alarm—and then they face an 
inferno of blazing lime, and take it as the boys of 
the 363rd regiment took German trenches in the 
Argonne. Words are poor things to compensate 
men who risk their lives in the course of duty— 
poor things to compensate them for injuries that 
will cripple many for life. In the basement of a 
burning warehouse, filled with lime that blazed as 


the water soaked it, San Francisco firemen waded 
in, felt the blazing lime burning their legs, stayed 
on, put out the fire, saved an entire neighborhood, 
went to the hospital, where the skin and flesh 
came off with their trousers. We have no dis- 
tinguished service crosses for firemen. No hysteri- 
cal patriots will cheer them and forget. But let us 
write this down and remember.” 

LEST WE FORGET—Vote “Yes” on the 
Firemen’s Charter Amendments No. 1 and No. 2 
November 8, but please do not confuse Charter 
Amendments “1” and “2” with State Propositions 
Vand “2. 


Nurses’ Union No. 19923 


C. TRIPP, R. N. 

Nurses’ Union, Local 19923, is in receipt of a 
letter from Frank Morrison, secretary-treasurer 
of the American Federation of Labor, reporting 
that a resolution that was presented by the 
Nurses’ Union was brought before the executive 
council and then the convention at Houston, 
Texas. ; 

This resolution asked that organizers be as- 
signed and financial assistance be granted by the 
American Federation of Labor for an educational 
program to organize professional nurses. 

The union said nurses had been “classed as pro- 
fessionals and white collar workers with no regard 
to their also being skilled labor.” 
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Community Chest 


“We must have increases in all brackets in 
order to reach our $2,100,000 minimum goal, and 
we must have at least 15,000 new donors.” 

In these words Chairman Lloyd Dinkelspiel of 
the Community Chest’s November 16-December 2 
appeal has given notice that the campaign will be 
a vigorous, effective one. 

“The job of attaining our goal is going to be a 
hard one,” Dinkelspiel said, “and nobody knows it 
better than ourselves. But it’s a job that can and 
must be done.” 

Paul T. Mackie, chairman over the “geographic” 
or neighborhood divisions of the campaign, an- 
nounced that four divisions are now completely 
organized. 


Eleven 


Evening School Forums 


Such timely topics as organized medicine and 
health insurance, workers’ rights and juvenile de- 
linquency are scheduled for discussion in Evening 
School Forums during the week of October 24, 
Deputy Superintendent of Schools Robert F. Gray 
announced this week. 

Monday night at Balboa, Cayuga and Onondaga 
avenues, Lieutenant L. H. Casserly, Division of 
Fire Prevention, will speak on “Fire Prevention in 
the Home.” 

Tuesday at Polytechnic, Frederick street at Ar- 
guello boulevard, Dr. Alson R. Kilgore will dis- 
cuss “Organized Medicine and Health Insurance.” 
The same evening at James Lick Jr. High School, 
Twenty-fifth and Noe streets, Harry E. Knowlton, 
U. S. Field Examiner for the N.L.R.B., will ex- 
plain “Rights of Workers Under the National 
Labor Relations Act.” 

Two political debates are scheduled for Wednes- 
day evening at Portola Jr. High School, Girard 
near Bacon street. E. R. Cron and D. C. C. Peck- 
inpah will speak for and against the “$30-a-week 
plan.” “Will Proposition No. 1 bring Industrial 
Peace?” will be debated by Gerry Watkins, Cali- 
fornia Committee for Peace in Employment, and 
Miss Eleanor Kahn, Pacific Coast Labor Bureau. 

Thursday at Edison School, Twenty-second and 
Chattanooga streets, the third of a series on child 
welfare will feature Miss Sophie Hardy, Children’s 
Protective Society, discussing “Causes of Delin- 
quency and Its Prevention.” 

Friday night at Lafayette School, Anza street 
at Thirty-sixth avenue, Dr. Francis H. Herrick, 
Mills College, will speak on “Common Sense in 
International Politics.” Friday at Sherman School, 
Union and Franklin streets, Harry E. Knowlton 
of the N.L.R.B. will repeat his talk on “Rights of 
Workers under the National Labor Relations 
Act.” 

Forum meetings begin promptly at 7:30 p. m. 
and are free to the public. 

SS 
ARBITRATION WILL WORK 

Arbitration doesn’t work when one side wants 
to arbitrate with guns. But when it can and does 
work, what utter folly to neglect it!—I. L. N. S. 


YOU WILL PAY--- 
THROUGH THE NOSE! 


—with higher rents 
higher living costs 


—with wage cuts 


and loss of jobs 


No. 20 on the ballot, the single tax, is 
a threat to EVERYONE! It is unsound 
and UNWORKABLE. All of us would, 
in the end, pay for it--THROUGH THE 


NOSE! 


Vote NO on No. 20 


* 


STATEWIDE COUNCIL AGAINST SINGLE TAX 
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Ballot Propositions | 


At a meeting of the law and legislative com- 
mittee of the San Francisco Labor Council, held 
on Tuesday, October 11, hearings were held on 
pending state and local legislative propositions to 
be voted on at the general election to be held 
Tuesday, November 8. 

The committee reiterated its recommendations 
heretofore made on State Propositions Nos. 1, 3 
and 4, which were as follows: 

Proposition No. 1, “Labor” Initiative—(De- 
stroys many of labor’s legal rights in regard to 
picketing.) VOTE NO. 

Proposition No. 3, Motor Vehicle Taxation and 
Revenue—(Prevents a “diversion” of gasoline tax 
and other highway funds.) VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 4, Highway and Traffic Safety 
Commission—(Creates a paid commission suc- 
ceeding present state agencies enforcing highway 
construction laws and traffic regulation, including 
the Highway Patrol.) VOTE YES. 

Other recommendations were as follows: 

Proposition No. 6, Taxation of Insurance Com- 
panies—Regulates taxation of insurance business 
so as to overcome a recent decision of the United 
States Supreme Court through the operation of 
which the State of California loses tax income 
from insurance companies. VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 8, Apportionment of Funds to 
Political Subdivisions—Constitutional amendment 
empowering the Legislature to apportion funds 
out of the state treasury for county and city and 
county, or other municipal purposes, which is not 
now permitted. It will be to the benefit of local 
services such as police and fire protection, health 
services, etc. It is recommended by the League 
of California Municipalities, representing 250 local 
municipalities. VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 12, San Francisco Bay Expo- 
sition—Prohibits levy of assessment, license fee 
or any other tax on the 1939 Exposition or ex- 
hibits. VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 13, Revenue Bond Act of 1937 
—Authorizes creation of a public utilities com- 
mission within any city or county, and authorizes 
the sale of revenue bonds, payable out of revenues 
of the utility to be constructed for such city or 
county, at the cost of such city or county. 

VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 14, Removal of Judges Upon 
Conviction of ‘Crime. VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 17, Initiative—Provides that 
initiative propositions submitted to a vote of the 
people must be filed with the secretary of state 
130 days before the election instead of the ninety 
days prescribed at present. This will allow labor 
to organize its forces for or against a certain pro- 
posal better than at present. VOTE YES. 

Proposition No. 20, Taxation—Provides in part 
for the so-called single tax. If adopted it will re- 
quire a gradual reduction, to the extent of 10 per 
cent a year, of taxation on improvements on land. 
It will continue many of the taxes now levied, and 
will cause serious problems for the state govern- 
ment to pay welfare and relief and support for 
many classes of needy persons. It will create 
chaos in our state taxation system, and will give 
rise to more innovations to our present system of 
collecting state revenue. It rests on old theories 
of taxation not at this time of civilization ap- 
plicable or in force in any country of the world. 
If adopted under present conditions it would work 
more harm than good. VOTE NO. 

Charter Amendment No. 1, Relating to the Fire 
Department, Section No. 36—It provides increases 
in salaries of lieutenants and captains, and a six- 
day working week, and increases the days off by 
two a month. If adopted by the voters the amend- 
ment will take effect on December 1, 1939, It fol- 
lows that some additional men will become mem- 
bers of the department. VOTE YES. 

Charter Amendment No. 2, Fire Department 


Act, Section No. 171—The first part of Section 
171 gives an option to members of the department 
under Section 169 to become members of the re- 
tirement system under the new regulations of Sec- 
tion 171, thereby entitling them to receive a city 
pension and retire from the service after twenty- 
five years of such service but may continue in the 
service of the department until they are 62 years 
of age. The amount of pension shall be equal to 
50 per cent of the last salary amount received. 
Special provision is made for persons who suffer 
permanent injury while employed, who may be 
either pensioned or permitted to earn additional 
income. Surviving wife will receive a pension equal 
to one-half of the final compensation received by 
the fireman. VOTE YES. 
Charter Amendment No. 3, Police Retirement 
Act, Section 168.1—It increases the policemen’s 
contribution to 5 per cent of the compensation 
received. Similar regulations to those in Amend- 
ment No. 1, the act relating to firemen, are pro- 
vided for the surviving wives of policemen. This 
amendment was voted on some time ago, but 
failed of passage. We think it should pass this 
time. VOTE YES. 


FEDERAL MUSIC PROJECT 

On Thursday evening, October 20, at 8:30, in 
the Federal Music Theater, 960 Bush street, the 
Federal Music Project of the Works Progress 
Administration will present an “intimate recital” 
by Jean Ulrich Dahlgren, mezzo-soprano, and 
Beverly Blake, violinist, assisting artist. On this 
particular program Miss Blake will play two 
groups of solos by De Falla, Debussy, Cyril Scott 


and Ries. 
SSS 


In Support of McGrath 


“Congressman McGrath has at all times demon- 
strated his loyalty to we people of organized labor 
in Santa Clara County. His loyalty to us and to 
the things that we represent we believe is abso- 
lutely without question,” says a circular letter 
authorized by the Santa Clara County Building 
and Construction Trades Council and the Central 
Labor Council, which is being sent to all mem- 
bers. The circular continues: 

“Congressman McGrath’s opponent, Jack An- 
derson, was admittedly the president of the Asso- 
ciated Farmers of San Benito County the year 
prior to his running for the office of congressman 
of this district. f 

“The intent and purpose of the organization of 
the Associated Farmers was to destroy organized 
labor in California, and to reduce the wage earner 
to a condition of serfdom. This committee does 
not believe that Jack Anderson is a proper person 
to represent the average citizen of our district, let 
alone the wage earner.” 


Firemen’s Amendments 


Editor Labor Clarion: The San Francisco Fire 
Department is submitting to the people of San 
Francisco for their approval at the general elec- 


| tion, November 8, 1938, Charter Amendments No. 


1 and No. 2. 

Charter Amendments No. 1 and No. 2 are cor- 
rective measures designed to adjust unequal con- 
ditions in the Fire Department and to give better 
fire protection to all districts in San Francisco. 

Campaign headquarters have been opened in the 
Veteran Firemen’s Hall at 366 Fell street. 

Any information will be gladly given to all who 
request it. 

We thank you. 

SAN FRANCISCO FIRE DEPARTMENT 

CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, 
GEO. R. VIVIAN, Lieutenant, S. F. F. D. 
SS ae 


Socialists Condemn No. 1 


The campaign committee of the Socialist Party 
of California, meeting here last week-end, unani- 
mously condemned “Labor” Initiative Proposition 
No. 1 and advised all “supporters of the principles 
of democracy” to “combine to defeat” the measure. 

In releasing the text of the resolution adopted 
by the committee, John Newton Thurber, social- 
ist campaign manager, charged that the employing 
interests, through their various agencies, includ- 
ing the Associated Farmers, are conspiring to pro- 
long the lockouts of San Francisco warehousemen 
and department store employees as long as pos- 
sible in order to influence voters throughout the 
state to vote for this “vicious anti-labor legis- 
lation.” 

a eee 
CAUTION TO PARENTS 

Pointing out that 750 school children were killed 
or injured during the first half of 1938 while rid- 
ing bicycles at night, Chief E. Raymond Cato of 
the California Highway Patrol cautions all parents 
and guardians to not permit their children or 
wards to use their bicycles at night without a 
head lamp and reflector. Section 622 of the Cali- 
fornia Vehicle Code requires a head lamp visible 
300 feet to the front and a red reflector attached 
to the rear of the bicycle visible 200 feet, it was 
pointed out. 
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